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CITY BEACH HIGH SCHOOL, SPECIAL EDUCATION UNIT 
Grievance 

MS S.E. WALKER (Nedlands) [9.17 am]:  This grievance, about which the Minister for Education and 
Training has been notified, concerns a special education unit at City Beach High School and the quality of its 
teaching programs and its lack of resources.  The parents who have come to see me believe that the unit is 
basically a child-minding service that does not cater for disabled children.   

Two sets of parents from my electorate who have children with disabilities, and who need to attend a special 
education unit, have been to see me.  Child A was removed from the unit at City Beach less than two months 
after starting and is now with another government special education unit at Duncraig, which the parents are not 
complaining about.  The parents came to see me after the child left the unit at City Beach because they were 
concerned for the other children who attend the school.  Their daughter has profound deafness.  She uses lip-
reading, listening and speech to communicate and although she has a cochlear implant, it has been of limited 
success because only 10 of the 22 channels are working.  This is relevant in relation to this child and what she 
went through at the unit, because even though she is profoundly deaf, the teacher about whom the parents 
complained tried to teach her maths with an audio tape.  The child, who is 15-years-old, has two-thirds vision in 
one eye and no sight in the other.   

Another set of parents have a 14-year-old autistic son - child B - who has sound-sensitive issues.  The parents of 
child C, who have not come to see me, have withdrawn their child from the school.  I have received 
correspondence from both sets of parents, which includes correspondence from the Minister for Education and 
Training, the co-principals of City Beach High School, Mr Gary Bryant and Dr Ian Lillico and David Axworthy, 
the Acting Director of School and Systems Performance.  I will tell the Minister for Education and Training what 
the parents have told me, some of which featured in an article published by Post Newspapers Pty Ltd on 22 
August.  They say that the room used for the children is very small and located up two flights of stairs.  That 
means that it cannot be accessed by children in wheelchairs.  At one stage, when nine children were enrolled in 
the unit, they had to share it with computers, animals, aides and exercise balls.  The parents have told me that 
although the teacher has a special education unit qualification - this is important - she has not been in the system 
for 20 years and has had no retraining.  I would like the minister to comment on that.  Apparently, one of the 
parents was told by Dr Ian Lillico that there would be a full-time teacher by February.  When the concerns of the 
parents were published in an article in the Post Newspapers, there was still no full-time teacher.  The parents 
believe that the children are basically being babysat.  There is a large television in the room which plays Disney 
videos much of the time.  The parents told me that the books in the library are rejects from the Claremont 
Library because there are no resources and the teacher is not capable of accessing excess funding.  I was told 
that, at one stage, the children were given lollies to pacify them.  Even though the lollies had congealed and were 
out-of-date, the aide was told to cut them up.  These parents are genuine.  I can give the minister all the 
correspondence.  I would love him to sit with them, because that is what they are telling me and I have no reason 
to doubt them.  They are genuine parents who want the best for their children.  Importantly, no independent 
education plans operate as a blueprint to progress each individual child.  Members have to understand that these 
children are teenagers and their parents know what their needs are.  Those children have individual and specific 
needs.   

Parents B still have their child at the school because, living in the western suburbs, they can get funding for 
transport only to the nearest school, which is City Beach school.  The next nearest schools are at Balcatta and 
Duncraig.  Parents A wrote a comprehensive, intelligent, caring letter to Gary Bryant on 9 April.  They had a 
meeting.  When did he respond?  Not until 23 May 2003 - two weeks after the parents withdrew their child from 
school.  Parents B wrote to Mr Lillico on 25 March about their concerns.  They received nothing.  They wrote to 
the minister and in his response he said -  

. . . I am unable to interfere with the day-to-day operational management of the Department of 
Education and Training.   

Mr Axworthy wrote to the parents and said that he was visiting the school, but they have heard nothing.  I 
received a letter on 27 May.  In the Post Newspapers article, Mr Gary Bryant said that parents “needed to talk to 
staff about the children’s needs”.  This morning I received a letter from one of the parents.  They have talked to 
the staff.  I can provide the minister with all the correspondence.  I have not come into the Chamber to politicise 
this issue.  If what they say is true, I am a bit horrified.  There are no resources at that school.  The size of the 
room is appalling and the minister, the principal and the director have done nothing about.  This morning I 
received a letter by fax, which states -  

Dear Ms Walker, 

I would like to comment on the article in the Post Newspaper re the City Beach Special Ed unit.   
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. . .  

The co-principal, Gary Bryant, indicates it is a numbers issue.  The parents had communicated with him 
over problems in unit.  From my point of view and the reason I withdrew my daughter from the school, 
was the poor quality of the teaching programme.  Perhaps that is why the numbers are a problem and in 
fact why they are declining.   

Until they sort out the most important resource in the room, the teacher, the quality of the education 
programme will not improve.   

Parents talk to each other, especially in special education.  The word is OUT and the numbers will only 
decrease in that unit.   

The fact that my husband and I are now driving 100km a day, to take our daughter to a school where 
there is a quality programme for her, -  

There is a quality program in Duncraig - 

is obviously of no concern to the Minister of Education, Mr Alan Carpenter.   

The other main issue not highlighted in the article is, there is no choice - NO QUALITY CHOICE IN 
SPECIAL EDUCATION for children in special education in the western suburbs.   

I have visited the Balcatta Special Education unit and it is underresourced also.  (8 out 10 computers not 
working)   

When will Mr Carpenter prioritize Special Education units and give these Aussie kids a fair go!   

To be fair to the minister and to City Beach school - I am happy to give the minister the letter, as this parent talks 
very highly about City Beach school - what is alarming parents is the special education unit at that school and 
the fact that the children’s needs are not being met.  It is the teacher at that school who is of concern to the 
parents.  The school and the minister do not appreciate the obstacles and difficulties that these children have to 
overcome.  This parent said to me this morning that the day on which the children are in the library without the 
teacher is the best day of the week because the aides give them a more comprehensive program.  These parents 
say that Duncraig is a good school, the education unit is operating well and they want the minister to give the 
special education units in other schools the resources they need.  I want the minister to tell me today that he has 
improved matters since the article appeared in the newspaper.   

MR A.J. CARPENTER (Willagee - Minister for Education and Training) [9.23 am]:  Since the article -  

Ms S.E. Walker interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Get real!   

Ms S.E. Walker interjected.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I do not scour suburban newspapers looking for articles about education.   

Ms S.E. Walker interjected.   

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.D. McRae):  I listened to only about four minutes of the member’s grievance 
and, other than one interjection from a member at this end of the Chamber, there were no interjections from any 
other member.  I think the member for Nedlands should do the same for the minister.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I am having a bit of trouble because the names of the students and their parents are in 
this advice, and I do not want to use their names because the member for Nedlands has not.  I understand that 
some privacy issues could potentially arise, so I must be careful.   

Is there anywhere in the world that caters better for children with disabilities in schools than Western Australia?  
I do not know.  I have not visited many overseas countries and looked at resources for children with disabilities.  
However, I meet a lot of parents who have come from elsewhere and, believe it or not, some of them come all 
the way from places like Melbourne and Sydney to take their children to some of the special schools in Western 
Australia because they know the reputation Western Australian schools have for dealing with children with 
special needs.  That is on a very general level.   

Governments of all persuasions over the past 20 years have grappled with the issue of children with special 
needs.  We are not alone in this difficulty.  I mentioned in the Chamber the other day an Aboriginal boy who will 
be attending Wingellina Remote Community School.  We will spend a fortune modifying Wingellina Remote 
Community School because it will be attended by a child with physical disabilities.  The likelihood is - the 
attendance of his family members backs this up - that he will go to several schools.  We have a massive problem 
in our schools.  The federal Disability Discrimination Act now requires us to provide mainstream opportunities 
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for people with all sorts of disabilities, wherever they turn up.  I have used this phrase a lot recently, but we all 
must get real.  This is a very, very difficult issue across Western Australia.  The member may not know, and she 
may not believe it, but we have significantly increased the resources for children with physical and intellectual 
disabilities in government schools.   

Ms S.E. Walker interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Order, member!   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The previous Government did it, and this Government is still doing it.  However, 
everybody knows about this issue.  The cost is profound.  The member mentioned Ian Lillico and reflected upon 
him in a negative way.  Ian Lillico has a reputation as an outstanding educator, not only in City Beach and in 
Western Australia but also worldwide.  People travel miles to see him, and that is why these children attend that 
school.  However, the physical reality of life at City Beach High School is that he cannot meet the requirements 
that every parent who walks through the door demands of him, and he probably will never be able to do it.   

It was intended to set up an education support unit at City Beach High School for students with mild to moderate 
intellectual disabilities for the commencement of the 2002 school year after the closure of the unit at Perth 
Modern High School at the end of 2001.  Other units were located at Balga Senior High School and Duncraig 
Senior High School but were considered by parents and the district office to be inadequately situated for eligible 
students living in the western suburbs.  A very close associate of mine has a child with a disability at City Beach 
High School, so I know a little about it.  I know a lot about the staff and the struggles they have trying to deal 
with all the situations that arise.  I probably know a helluva lot more about it than the member will ever know.   

Enrolments for 2002 were lower than expected.  Two students enrolled based on the understanding that a unit 
would be established.  A teacher for the unit had been appointed on the prediction that there would be sufficient 
students to justify, under the Department of Education and Training staffing formula, the appointment of a full-
time teacher.  That teacher retired in March 2002 when it became apparent that her position could not be 
maintained.  An urgent submission was then made by the coordinator of student services for an extraordinary 
allocation of a full-time equivalent teacher to be made and for education assistant time to be provided for the two 
students.  An allocation of 0.9 of education assistant time was made in semester two and an extraordinary 
appointment of a 0.5 FTE teacher was made.  That teacher - I do not know whether the member mentioned the 
name, so I will not - continued as an ESU teacher into 2003.  The students’ education program was partly 
provided by that teacher with support from mainstream teachers.  This practice is followed in many schools that 
do not have sufficient teachers to justify the appointment of a full-time teacher.  Governments all over Australia 
are getting into really difficult situations now with the requirements to meet the needs of students with 
disabilities.   

Child A, whose parents are one of the two critics of the education support unit, enrolled at City Beach High 
School early in term four of 2002.  His family had migrated to Perth from another country where he had attended 
a special school facility for students with autism.  An assessment by the ESU’s 2002 psychologist confirmed that 
child A also has a mild intellectual disability, making him eligible for ESU placement.  It was explained to his 
parents that ESU teacher time would be increased for the 2002 school year as more students were expected to 
enrol.  At the beginning of 2003, six eligible student were enrolled in the education support unit.  Seven students 
were anticipated.  The staff formula allocation provided to the school enabled them to provide a teacher for four 
days a week.  The ESU program staffing allocation issue, which has been the basis of the concerns for the 
family, is covered by the attached brief sent on 26 May as a result of questions to the Estimates Committee by 
the member for Nedlands.  The parents also indicated concerns.  An explanation is provided of the department’s 
and school’s position in relation to that family and another family, which I will call family B.  I am happy to do 
all I can to try to meet the requirements of these parents.  It is very difficult. 

Ms S.E. Walker:  Will you meet them?   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  No, I will not meet them.  The member for Nedlands has probably not had the 
opportunity to be in this position.  Hundreds of parents all over the State have particular needs.  This school, led 
by an outstanding educator, believes it has done everything it can to meet the needs of these students.  They have 
gone elsewhere to Duncraig.  If they are happy to be in Duncraig, I cannot change the fact that they must drive 
fairly considerable distances.  I must run a system containing approximately 270 000 students.  I have done my 
best to address the grievance.  
 


